
When Lizann Anderson became friends with Suzie 
Miller years ago in Chicago, she recalls spending 
unhurried days together — which you often get when you 
have young children who aren’t yet involved in multiple 
activities. The two pals would often cook up creative 
projects — one of which turned into a full-fledged Ann 

Arbor-based business aptly called 
Among Friends. It’s a gluten-free 
baking company that creates baking 
mixes “free of the bad stuff” such as 
starches, fillers, and gums, and are 
instead made with whole grains and 
non-GMO ingredients. 

The seed for the business was 
planted about 10 years ago. “We were 
vacationing together, and I was eating 

an oatmeal cookie. I started playing with a recipe to make 
it more nutritious and wholesome,” Anderson recalls. 

Adds Miller: “At that time, our kids always seemed to 
be reaching for the unhealthy white-flour treats,” and the 
moms were looking for better options. Now that their children are older, ranging in age from 
16 to 20, the friends have found the time to fine-tune their idea. “We didn’t want to replicate 
something else, so we started with a whole-grain platform, gluten-free,” says Anderson, 
who now lives in Ann Arbor. They eventually rolled the concept into baking mixes that turn 
out scrumptious treats named after friends and family. Miller, who lives in Toledo, is a 
professional illustrator and designer, and her designs are featured on the packaging. 

Chocolate-chip, chocolate-cranberry, oatmeal chocolate-chip, molasses-ginger, and 
double chocolate are just a few of Among Friends’ offerings, which are sold online and at 
many Kroger and Target stores.

“If it passed our kids’ taste test, we knew we were on to something,” Miller says. 
amongfriendsbakingmixes.com — Megan Swoyer

Two new books that cover the world of the home are 
worth a read for those interested in designing their living 
space and how design has evolved.

The Making of Home (St. Martin’s Press), by Judith 
Flanders, tells the 500-year story of how houses 
became homes — from the 16th to the early 20th 
century, across northern Europe and America — and 
shows how the homes we know today bear only a faint 
resemblance to their predecessors throughout history. 

Readers learn about specific things such as fabric, 
and how all forms of it were valued in the 1600s. The 
Dutch excelled in this industry, and it wasn’t just the 
wealthy who adored their linens. A poor Amsterdam 
tradesman in the 1600s, for example, “owned 60 sheets 
and more than 3,000 napkins,” Flanders writes. 

Where can one be their true self, if not at home?  This 
book looks at that very concept. 

Moving into the 21st century, Apartment Therapy 
founder Maxwell Ryan and the site’s executive editor, 
Janel Laban, have co-authored Apartment Therapy: 
Complete + Happy Home. 

Readers will find all the tools needed to find, make, 
and maintain a suitable home. Whether you’re a 
seasoned homeowner looking to freshen up or organize 
your lair, or a first-time homeowner, this book might 
be just the ticket for taking your living space up a notch 
or two in the design department. One thing you won’t 
need? Three-thousand napkins. barnesandnobel.com 
or amazon.com  
— Megan Swoyer

T R E AT S Pleasing Platters
Serve the deliciously soft and chewy 

cookies at left to kids after school on an 
inspiring platter, suggest Anderson and 
Miller. “Putting anything on a pretty plate 
makes all the difference in the world,” 
Anderson says. The one on the opening 
page and at left is from Terrafirma 
Ceramics. “Both of us have a number of 
vintage platters we’ve been collecting over 
the years. They’re fun!” Here are some 
great platters for after-school treats:  

Well Done!
Ann Arbor company creates gluten- 
and grain-free baking mixes  

Coton Colors with attachable 
backpack option, $61, Rock 
Paper Scissors, Ann Arbor; 
Cookie Monster, $25, zazzle.
com; Mickey Mouse, Haunted 
Mansion, $12.95/ea., The Disney 
Store, Troy; Harvest yellow, 
$9.95, Crate and Barrel, Troy.

R E A D I N G

MIX MASTERS: Top: Among Friends 
cookies are irresistable on a Terrafirma 
Ceramics plate. Bottom: Entrepreneurs 
Suzie Miller and Lizann Anderson.

Paging All Home Design Lovers
Books explore everything from house antiquities to modern-day essentials
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Olé, Orange!
Designers, landscapers, and paint 

specialists get a ‘kick’ out of one of the color 
wheel’s brightest, happiest family members

POP!: From left: A chair in Dijon, The Real Milk Paint 
Co.; an orange living room, by Paul Feiten, of Paul 

Feiten Design, with Benjamin Moore striped walls; and 
a Marquis Orange wall, Sherwin-Williams.
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“Orange is the happiest color.” 
—  Frank Sinatra 

 

WARM FRONT:
A. Daredevil, Sherwin-Williams, 
sherwin-williams.com. 
B. Citrus Orange, Benjamin Moore, 
benjaminmoore.com.  
C. Ale, Devine Color, devinecolor.com. 
D. Teak, Devine Color. 
E. Tomato Tango, Benjamin Moore.  
F. Tucker Orange, Benjamin Moore.
G. Gladiola, Sherwin-Williams. 
H. Outrageous Orange, Benjamin Moore.

PATTERN PLUS: F. Schumacher & Co. 
delivers in the orange department with 
several prints that range from traditional 
to contemporary. Top to bottom: Sun-
kissed sizzlers — Gainsborough Velvet 
orange, Sunglass print orange, Kyara Vine 
valencia, and Belize plaid orange.

“Echinacea Tiki 
Torch (left) and 
other hot-color 
plants make gar-
dens stand out.”
— Melinda Myers, hor-
ticulturist and author of 
the Michigan Getting 
Started Garden Guide

 Tangerine glass table lamp, $198, 
Lamps Plus, lampsplus.com.

 Tangerine Tux chair, $1,000, Crate and 
Barrel, Somerset Collection, Troy.

 Eight-piece espresso set, $10, area 
Macy’s stores, macys.com.
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 T
he Bolach family is crazy about their 
backyard. Come fall, Laurie Bolach, her husband, 
Mark, and their children — Samantha, 4; 
Spencer, 13; and Tyler, 9 — extend their summer 
s’mores tradition right into pumpkin and 
cornstalk season. The Bolaches, who’ve lived in 
Pleasant Ridge for a dozen years, say their 

property wasn’t always so family-friendly. “It was pretty much just 
grass and there was a huge tree with a lot of old limbs, which was 
dangerous,” Laurie recalls. When they decided to overhaul their 1925 
home’s backyard and began looking for a designer, they first shopped 
in their own neighborhood. “We looked at other landscaping projects 
and saw signs for Four Seasons Garden Center in yards that we 
really liked, so I called them,” Laurie explains. The couple and Four 
Seasons’ Lyn Duffy decided to transform the yard in three stages, 
including adding a patio, pillars, a fire pit, and a grilling station.

Working with Duffy, a senior landscape designer who’s been with 
Four Seasons for 12 years, the Bolaches decided their first priority 
was to create a grill and small patio area. Because of the ages of the 
children, different features became important. The Bolaches wanted 
a fire pit and needed it to be kid-friendly; hence, they chose one 

A  Pleasant Ridge backyard evolves into a family ‘playground’ 
that’s especially enjoyed during the fall 

By Megan Swoyer / Photos by Joe Vaughn / Styling by Tanya Zager Chisholm

Hot Spot
that’s taller than the standard height. Because the backyard is on the 
small side, scale was important. The grill area and fire pit flow well 
together, but aren’t constructed of the same materials. “We wanted 
to mix up the elements, which adds personality,” Duffy says. They 
also introduced low-maintenance Unilock pavers and added an 
arborvitae green wall for privacy.

For decorative autumn touches, Duffy and Laurie added 
pumpkins from Eastern Market and filled planters with cornstalks, 
broom corn, eucalyptus, oak-leaf hydrangea, coralbells, shrubs, and 
perennials. “It’s nice to think out of the box — we blended things 
from the markets with what was already available in Laurie’s 
summer planters,” Duffy says. Restoration Hardware pots and 
planters work well for these creative motifs. On any given night in 
the fall, it’s not unusual to see Mark grilling burgers, dogs, brats — 
you name it. “I’m up for experimenting on the grill,” he says. Adds 
Laurie: “We love to entertain, and this is such a social neighborhood. 
We designed the backyard to be inviting, so when people drop in 
they can relax.” Hardly a night goes by, in fact, when there isn’t a 
neighborhood impromptu cocktail hour or barbecue potluck headed 
up by grillmaster Mark. While looking out toward the fire pit, Laurie 
says, “We’ve even had New Year’s Eve parties out here!”

PARTY TIME: This page and opposite page: Outdoor gatherings are extra 
special with inviting accessories. Pillow covers, wood bowls, mercury glass 
candle holders, porcelain hurricanes, tealights, placemats, throw, enamel 
dishware, Ikat bowls, agate coasters, and reclaimed wood tray from West 
Elm, Birmingham, westelm.com. Roasting forks from REI, Troy, rei.com. At 
right, the Bolaches enjoy some family time around the fire.
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FURNISHINGS
TEA ... TOTALLY  // INSPIRED DESIGNERS  October - November 2015

As Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland turns 150 this year, why not celebrate the 
young dreamer’s escapades with a ’Wonderland’ tea party? Here’s what you’ll need.

Styled by Tanya Zager Chisholm

MAD ABOUT TEA

 Alice in Wonderland large tea set, 
$170, House of Bedrooms Kids,  

Bloomfield Hills. 

 MacKenzie-Childs Teatime 
table,$2,975, La Belle Provence, 

Birmingham.

 Maryanne Candy dot hostess 
apron, $20, Bed Bath & Beyond,  

Detroit-area stores.

 Mini tea party set, $125, La 
Belle Provence, Birmingham.

 Hooker Sanctuary spindle 
side chair, $397, Birmingham 
Design Studio, Birmingham.
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 Hooker Sanctuary tall spindle 
side chair, $565, Birmingham 

Design Studio, Birmingham.

Hooker Leesburg side chair, 
$294, Birmingham Design 

Studio, Birmingham.

 Tea chair, $1,310, Quatrine, 
Birmingham.

 Bulova Tristan table clock,  
$50, Eurich’s Clock 

World, Dearborn.

 Bulova Wentworth table 
clock, $260, Eurich’s Clock 

World, Dearborn.

BUMBLEBEES AND BUTTERFLIES: The Rendezvous 
with Tea shop, in Grosse Pointe Woods, sells a variety of nature-
themed teapots of which the Mad Hatter and his friends would 
most certainly approve. 313-332-0787, trwtea.com.

COMING IN 2016: A new Alice film (Walt Disney Pictures), called 
Alice Through the Looking Glass, is scheduled for release in May 
2016, and stars Johnny Depp and Anne Hathaway. Viewers will meet 
the Lord of Time and some of Alice’s new friends.

FUN CHECKS, FLORALS, AND STRIPES, bright 
patterns, items that are upside-down and 
topsy-turvy, mismatched tea cups, zany 
playing cards, whimsical timepieces, eclectic 
furnishings — it all awaits at the  Mad Hatter 
Bistro/Bar/Tea Room in Birmingham. Owner 
Eileen Sakko treasures each element of 
the décor, as it reminds her of her father. “I 
opened the Mad Hatter as a legacy to my 
father; he had a tea room many years ago 
and he carried a pocket watch.” The eatery’s 
fascinating interior features the work of 
renowned restaurant designer Ron Rea, who 
“encouraged me to design my own vision,” 
Sakko says. With help from her mother, her 
daughter, her aunts, and others, Sakko made 
sure the Mad Hatter reflects the family’s 
creativity and seems nearly right out of the 
pages of Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. It’s highly recommended that 
you reserve a time for tea (or lunch or dinner) 
at this fun and imaginative spot — and don’t 
be late! madhatterbistro.com TICK TOCK: A zany, Alice-friendly interior welcomes 

at the Mad Hatter Bistro/Bar/Tea Room.

Ultra-Imaginative Décor
The Mad Hatter Bistro/Bar/Tea Room is steeped in all 
things Alice


